Free Form

File Under: Beyond Countertops
Things are definitely looking up at the Hilton Baltimore Convention Center Hotel in
Baltimore, Md. That is because more than 700 sheets of 3form resin panels were
used to decorate the ceilings of the hotel’s Grand and Junior Ballrooms. That is in
addition to a “sky.is-falling” effect of windblown-like 3form panels cascading over the
hotel’s two escalators, which feed into the main lobby.

Fabricated and installed by Allegheny

Solid Surface Technologies (ASST), in
Hanover;-Pa., the ceiling project is more

than three years in the making from design
concept through installation, and includes
thermoforming;, copper inlays, fiber optics that
glow with the beat of the music and some
fantastic structural engineering.

“l was impressed with the complexity of
construction, especially of the light ‘baskets’
suspeneded from the ceiling the in the
Junior Ballroom,” said 3form specification
representative, Allison Bierenbaum, who
helped coordinate the project with ASST
and the design firm of Daroff Design Inc. in
Philadelphia. “The baskets were of differing
sizes. Some of them were made of eight,

4- by 8-ft. panels joined together in a basket
weave design. Those baskets were so large
they had to be fabricated in two sections in
order to get them in the building.”

3form produces decorative resin panels
somewhat akin to solid surface, yet may
include patterns and textures sandwiched
into the panels for a decorative effect. The
company also produces solid color panels
ranging from perfectly clear to translucent

and opaque. All materials are made to order.

The escalator sculptures feature colorful
curvilinear panels floating above the
escalators leading to the hotel’s convention
spaces. The multi-textural sculptural
elements, which were thermoformed,
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fabricated and installed by ASST, bring life
to these spaces and create an illuminated
feature that not only announces the area but
also are visible to the adjacent pedestrian
walkway.

“ASST entered the project as a preferred
contractor specified by the general
contractor,” said Bierenbaum. “They [the
contractor] felt like ASST was the only
company able to do such alarge and

complicated project. They did a fantastic job.”
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For more information contact Allegheny Solid Sur-
face Technologies (www.asst.com) at 717-630-1251
or info@asst.com.






